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Bruno faced unique challenges while
attempting to accomplish their dream
and receive funding for their first
store. Initially, they pursued loans
from about 20 banks but were turned
down by all of them. However, with
persistence and determination, they
were able to acquire a $225,000 SBA-
backed loan which covered the major-
ity of their startup costs.

Their premier store, The Gelato Fi-
asco, opened in 2007, and has served
more than 450 flavors since its start.
Even with the complex challenges of
trying to grow during these tough eco-
nomic times, Bruno and Josh’s initial
success allowed them to garner addi-
tional support from Coastal Enter-
prises Inc., CEI, a local community de-
velopment financial institution. CEI
granted this small business a $140,000
loan through a new crowdfunding ini-
tiative established by Starbucks CEO
Howard Schultz called ‘‘Create Jobs for
USA.” The Gelato Fiasco utilized these
critical funds to expand to a second lo-
cation in Portland, ME, buy equip-
ment, and hire at least 10 new employ-
ees to help staff it.

As this small firm continues to grow,
introducing more customers to their
gelato treat, the shop diligently pro-
duces 25 to 35 different flavors each
morning in their store. Despite the tu-
multuous economy, Josh and Bruno re-
main focused on ensuring the fun-lov-
ing experience and quality of their
gelato are consistent. Their remark-
able vision has become a reality as
their Italian style ice cream has con-
tinued to find its way throughout
Maine and New England in various cof-
feehouses, restaurants, and grocery
freezer cases.

Despite difficult economic times and
the obstacles faced by young entre-
preneurs, the dynamic duo of Bruno
Tropeano and Josh Davis has clearly
fostered a winning strategy. I am proud
to extend my praise to Josh and Bruno
and everyone at The Gelato Fiasco for
their entrepreneurial spirit and suc-
cessful company. I offer my best wishes
for their future endeavors.e

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:58 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 491. An act to modify the boundaries
of Cibola National Forest in the State of
New Mexico, to transfer certain Bureau of
Land Management land for inclusion in the
national forest, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2157. An act to facilitate a land ex-
change involving certain National Forest
System lands in the lnyo National Forest,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 2947. An act to provide for the release
of the reversionary interest held by the
United States in certain land conveyed by
the United States in 1950 for the establish-
ment of an airport in Cook County, Min-
nesota.

———————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and ordered placed on the cal-
endar:

S. 2366. A bill to extend student loan inter-
est rates for undergraduate Federal Direct
Stafford Loans.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 491. An act to modify the boundaries
of Cibola National Forest in the State of
New Mexico, to transfer certain Bureau of
Land Management land for inclusion in the
national forest, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 2157. An act to facilitate a land ex-
change involving certain National Forest
System lands in the Inyo National Forest,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 2947. An act to provide for the release
of the reversionary interest held by the
United States in certain land conveyed by
the United States in 1950 for the establish-
ment of an airport in Cook County, Min-
nesota; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

———————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5807. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics), transmitting,
pursuant to law, Selected Acquisition Re-
ports (SARs) for the quarter ending Decem-
ber 31, 2011 (DCN 0SS 2012-0567); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-5808. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General
Marc E. Rogers, United States Air Force,
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-5809. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General
Richard Y. Newton III, United States Air

S2725

Force, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-5810. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General
William T. Lord, United States Air Force,
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-5811. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting a report on the ap-
proved retirement of Lieutenant General
Donald J. Hoffman, United States Air Force,
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten-
ant general on the retired list; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-5812. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting the report of an of-
ficer authorized to wear the insignia of the
grade of brigadier general in accordance with
title 10, United States Code, section 777; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-5813. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting legislative proposals and
accompanying reports relative to the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2013; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-5814. A communication from the Acting
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Af-
fairs), transmitting, pursuant to law, the
2011 annual report relative to the
STARBASE Program; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-5815. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency with respect to the
stabilization of Iraq that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-5816. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 12978 of October 21, 1995, with re-
spect to significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-5817. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration,
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Addi-
tion of Certain Persons to the Entity List”
(RIN0694-AF61) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 24, 2012; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-5818. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Office of Nu-
clear Regulatory Research, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Condi-
tion-Monitoring Techniques for Electric Ca-
bles Used in Nuclear Plants’ (Regulatory
Guide 1.218) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on April 19, 2012; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-5819. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Inter-
pretations; Removal of Part 8’ (RIN3150-
AJ02) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on April 19, 2012; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5820. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Reactor
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